
Bylaw Proposal #1 – Modify Term for Chair and Vice-chair 
 

5.4. Term of Office: Executives The Chair and Vice-chair shall be elected for a term of two years.  Remaining officers and 
executives shall be elected for a term of 1 year. 

5.5. Nomination and Election: Executives shall be nominated from the floor at convention and shall be elected by 
majority vote of the delegates. The election of the Chair and Vice Chair shall take place every two years during 
conventions held in odd-numbered years.  Elections for remaining officers and the Executive Committee shall be held 
every year. Voting shall be by secret ballot and shall utilize the Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) Process. All candidates 
wishing to have their name placed in nomination, shall file notice of their intent by the time established by the 
Convention Committee. Candidates for Executive Committee shall be current members of the Libertarian Party of 
Minnesota, and shall not hold a leadership position in another party’s name. All candidates for Executive Committee 
shall be required to have been a member of the Libertarian Party of Minnesota at least 45 days prior to the 
convention. None of the above (NOTA) shall automatically be an option on all ballots. 

Bylaw Proposal #2 – Introduce approval voting for multi-winner elections 
 

5.7.  The Ranked Choice Voting (RCV)Approval Voting (AV) process will be utilized for voting forused for electing up to 8 
At-large Executives., thus voters will rank the candidates in order of preference and may rank as many or as 
fewConvention delaegates may cast as many “approval votes” for as many candidates as they choose, or they may cast 
one selection for NOTA.  Up to 8 At-Large Executives are to be elected at Convention.  Any candidate reaching the 
threshold for a multi winner RCV election (in this case 1/9 or approx. 11.1%) in any round of tabulation shall be elected 
as an At-Large Executive.  Excess votes for elected candidates are proportionally reallocated to the next choice among 
continuing candidates on each respective ballot.  If additional candidates reach the threshold they are elected and the 
process repeats.  If there is a round of tabulation where reallocating excess votes yields no new elected candidates, the 
candidate with the lowest total is eliminated and each ballot reallocated to their next choice among continuing 
candidates.   Candidates are elected as Executive At-Large if they meet the following two criteria: 

1) Rank in the top number of candidates for the number of open seats in terms of the most approval votes 
received 

2)  Received more approval votes than ballots cast for NOTA 

In the event seats remain open after a ballot, the convention may open the floor to new nominees, and another 
approval voting election will be held to fill the number of remaining seats.  Nominated candidates are not eligible for 
subsequent AV ballots if they received fewer approval votes than cast for NOTA on any previous AV ballot.  If the 
convention declines to reopen the floor to further nominations, these seats may be filled according to section 5.9.  If 
there are a number of candidates receiving equal votes but ranked where there are not open seats for all such 
candidates, there shall be one additional ballot listing all tied candidates and voters may vote for as many candidates as 
there are remaining open seats. 

6.2. Nomination and Election: Judicial Committee members shall be nominated from the floor at convention and shall be 
elected using the Approval Voting (AV) method. The election of 2 members shall be held in the odd numbered years, and 
3 members shall be held in even numbered years. No more than 2 Executive Committee members may be members of 
the Judicial Committee. The members of the Judicial Committee shall select the Chair of the Judicial Committee. The 
newly elected members shall take office immediately upon the close of the convention. A member may serve successive 



terms. Judicial Committee members must be Party members for at least one year preceding their election. Voting shall 
be by secret ballot and shall utilize the Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) process.  Any candidate reaching the threshold for a 
multi winner RCV election (in this case 1/3 or approx. 33.3% in a year electing two members and 1/4 or 25% in a year 
electing three members) shall be elected to the Judicial committee.  Tabulation follows the process for multi-winner RCV 
elections specified in section 5.7 using the specified thresholds in this section.  None of the above (NOTA) shall 
automatically be an option on all ballots. 

Judicial Committee candidates are elected if they meet the following two criteria: 

1) Rank in the top number of candidates for the number of open seats in terms of most approval votes 
received 
2) Received more approval votes than ballots cast for NOTA 

In the event seats remain open after a ballot, the convention may open the floor to new  nominees, and 
another approval voting election be held to the fill the number of remaining seats. Nominated candidates are 
not eligible to be candidates if they received fewer approval votes than votes cast for NOTA on any ballot. If 
the convention declines to reopen the floor to further nominations, these seats remain unfilled. 

 

Platform Proposal #1 – Amend Plank A20.  Equal Protection Under the Law 
 

No individual’s freedom should be denied or abridged by the laws of the State of Minnesota or any locality on account of 
sex, race, color, creed, age, national origin, or sexual preference. Protective labor laws and other laws which violate 
rights selectively should be repealed entirely rather than be extended to all groups. 
 
Discrimination imposed by the government has brought disruption in normal relationships of peoples, set neighbor 
against neighbor, created gross injustices, and diminished human potential. Anti-discrimination laws are the reverse side 
of the coin and will, for the same reasons, create the same problems. 

 

Platform Proposal #2 – Amend Plank A19. Freedom of Association 
 

We support the right of individuals to peacefully assemble for any purpose. Private associations and establishments 
should be free from government interference on questions of association and dissociation.We oppose any government 
attempts to regulate private discrimination, such as in employment, housing, education, social clubs, or gatherings and 
business. The freedom to choose with whom to trade, assemble or associate includes the freedom to choose with whom 
not to trade, assemble or associate. Therefore, we oppose government laws and policies requiring forced segregation or 
forced integration. 

 

Platform Proposal #3 – Amend Plank B1. Taxation 
 

Taxation, the taking of people’s wealth by force and threat of force, is legalized an act of theft and extortion.  by those 
who are the government. Only individuals can rightfully decide how their money can be spent. As a means of moving 



towards our goal of limited government and no taxation, we call for spending cuts We support spending reductions in all 
areas of government. We supportand eliminating all tax withholding. taxes and requiring taxpayers to pay taxes on a 
quarterly basis until taxes are replaced with a voluntary or contractual system. 

Platform Proposal #4 – Amend Plank C4. Education 
 

In order to achieve the best possible opportunity of education we advocate bringing the positive benefits of competition 
to the monopolistic government schools. Therefore we call for the privatization and deregulation of schools. Also we call 
for the repeal of compulsory education laws, truancy laws, school and teacher certification and licensing laws, and 
taxpayer financing of education. 

As an interim measure we advocate tax credits for any individual or business sponsoring a person’s education, equal to 
the amount of that assistance. We also support open enrollment and the expansion of Minnesota’s charter school 
program which allows parents, students and educators to independently set up semi-autonomous schools operating 
under reduced public authority. 

On principle, Libertarians call for the eventual complete separation of government and education, and call for an 
immediate end to state mandated curricula, including but not limited to: the Profile of Learning, Goals 2000, and School 
to Work 

 

Platform Proposal #5 – Amend Plank B8. Consumer Protection 
We support strong and effective laws against fraud and misrepresentation. However, we oppose paternalistic 
government regulations that dictate to consumers, impose prices, define standards for products, or otherwise restrict 
risk-taking and free choice. 

Individuals and organizations that engage in fraud or misrepresentation are obliged to provide restitution to victims of 
these actions.  We oppose government interference in consumer choice and government price-fixing schemes. 

 

Proposal #6 – Amend and Merge Planks A7-A9. “Victimless Crime” 
7. “Victimless Crime” 

We hold that any action that does not infringe upon the rights of others cannot properly be termed a crime, therefore 
we favor the repeal of all federal, state and local laws creating “crimes” without victims. 

In particular we are opposed to all regulation of activities such as gambling, prostitution, juvenile “status offenses,” use 
or possession of medicines, drugs, drug paraphernalia, vitamins and firearms, and mandatory usage of seat belts and 
helmets. 

We call for the repeal of all laws regarding consensual sexual acts. The state has no right to proscribe any lifestyle that is 
freely chosen. We call for an end to state oppression and harassment of homosexual men and womenpersons of gender 
and sexual minorities. 

8. Gambling 

Because gambling is a voluntary activity, and therefore a victimless crime, we oppose the government monopoly in or 
regulation of all forms of gambling. 



9. Drugs, Tobacco and Alcohol 

Each individual, as sole owner of his or her own body, can morally decide what or what not to put into it. To give up this 
right, in principle, is to give up self-determination and submit to slavery. 

We favor the repeal of all prohibition-type laws against the sale or use of any drug, tobacco or alcohol. Prohibition 
artificially increases the price of the product, resulting in violent crime. However, users of drugs, tobacco and alcohol 
must be held fully responsible for their actions. 

We call for an end to the “War on Drugs,” which is in reality a war by the federal, state and local government on the 
people. Until such time as the prohibition of drugs is repealed, we call for an end to the denial of pain relieving drugs 
such as marijuana and heroin to those who are suffering. 

 

Proposal #7 – Delete Plank A11. Government and “Mental Health” 
 

11. Government and “Mental Health” 

We support the right of people to the control of their own minds. The involuntary commitment of an individual not 
convicted of a crime, but merely asserted to be different or incompetent, is a violation of liberty. We further advocate: 

1. the repeal of all laws permitting involuntary psychiatric treatment of any persons, including those incarcerated in 
prisons or mental institutions; 

2. an end to the spending of tax money for any program of psychiatric or psychological research or treatment; 

3. an end to all involuntary treatment of prisoners in such areas as psycho-surgery, drug therapy, and aversion therapy; 

4. an end to tax supported “mental health” propaganda campaigns and community “mental health” centers and 
programs. 

 

Proposal #8 – Amend Plank B5. Welfare, Poverty, and Unemployment 
 

We advocate replacing the current counter-productive political welfare system with private charitable efforts. As an 
interim measure we advocate a dollar-for-dollar tax credit for all charitable contributions. 

We ask “Why are people poor and unemployed?” The answer is government intervention in the marketplace, (i.e., 
taxation, inflation, regulation, licensing, minimum wage laws, retirement laws, etc.) which destroys opportunity, 
mobility, hope, independence, and wealth. 
 
Welfare and unemployment programs appease those whom government has oppressed, and keeps them dependent. 
Truly free markets in which people are allowed to keep the fruits of their labor and produce a surplus with which to help 
others is the rational moral answer to helping the unfortunate. Free markets typically generate more jobs than there are 
job seekers. 

It should be the goal of society to reduce the number of people in need of taxpayer-funded assistance. 
Government welfare systems are designed to protect bureaucrats. They are inefficient and overly 



expensive. They promote political allegiance and cyclic dependency. We favor economic policies that will 
reduce the number of individuals that otherwise require taxpayer-funded assistance. We would make it 
easier for private alternatives for unemployment insurance or mutual aid to emerge. 

Proposal #9 – Amend Plank B3. Money and Inflation 
 

We recognize that government control over money and banking is the major cause of inflation, depression and 
distortion of relative prices and production. In order to have a free market and its relative stability, we advocate 
replacing legal tender laws, the Federal Reserve central bank, and the maze of banking, monetary, and securities 
regulations, with standards set in the free market. Until a free market monetary system is established, we support 
voluntary exchange using gold, silver, or other commodities in exchange for goods and services. 

In order to achieve rapid and sustainable economic growth with competitive and stable prices, we support a free-market 
economy and oppose the manipulation of interest rates. We advocate for free banking that requires repeal of the 
Federal Reserve central bank monopoly system, legal tender laws, and banking, monetary, and securities regulations. 

 

Proposal #10 – Add New Plank on Technology under sec B, Trade and Society 
 

X. Technology 

We seek to eliminate the monopoly power of tech companies by shortening the lifetimes of intellectual property (IP) 
protections from competition, both copyright, and patents, granted by government. Besides providing economic 
benefits, increased competition will reduce the ability of tech companies to violate privacy, censor information, and 
favor political interests. 

 

Holly Proposal #1 – Amend plank A9. Health Care 
In order to insure the best possible health care, we advocate the deregulation of the health care industry. Government 
intervention, restriction, and protectionism in the health care industry has driven up costs and decreased the supply of 
doctors, nurses, technicians, hospitals, and medical insurance. We advocate replacing compulsory or tax supported 
plans to supply health services or insurance with voluntarily supported efforts. 

In order to reduce outrageous medical costs that are indebting Americans, companies and the nation, and to improve 
quality, we seek to increase competition in the monopolistic industry through deregulation. Regulations drive up prices 
by restricting the supply of doctors, nurses, technicians, hospitals and insurance, and by increasing demand with tax 
support of insurance plans. We support elimination of occupation licensing in states, including lifting more restrictions 
on nurses and other mid-level practitioners. We oppose state regulation of medical education that accredits and limits 
enrollments at schools and training programs. We oppose state certificate-of-need and similar laws that restrict the 
supply of medical facilities. As competition reduces prices, we support eliminating tax-supported insurance plans, 
including Medicare and Medicaid. We oppose the regulation of insurance, including compulsory plans that force the 
healthy to subsidize the sick like the Affordable Care Act and restrictions on pre-existing conditions. 



 

Holly Proposal #2 – New Plank for Sec B. Prescription Drugs 
We recognize the government grants protections from competition to pharmaceutical companies developing 
prescription drugs so they can recover development costs, most of which are from clinical trials whose costs should be 
reduced by increasing competition in the health care industry. In order to reduce unreasonable prescription drug prices 
demanded by the already highly-profitable global pharmaceutical industry especially as the cost of clinical trials 
decreases, we seek to eliminate monopoly protections. We support reducing patent lifetimes and extensions, the 
discriminatory awarding of patents favoring synthetic drugs, non-patent protections, research grants, and preferential 
enforcement of regulations by the Food and Drug Administration. 

 

Holly Proposal #3 – Amend Plank C4. Education 
In order to achieve the best possible opportunity of education we advocate bringing the positive benefits of competition 
to the monopolistic government schools. Therefore we call for the privatization and deregulation of schools. Also we call 
for the repeal of compulsory education laws, truancy laws, school and teacher certification and licensing laws, and 
taxpayer financing of education. 

As an interim measure we advocate tax credits for any individual or business sponsoring a person’s education, equal to 
the amount of that assistance. We also support open enrollment and the expansion of Minnesota’s charter school 
program which allows parents, students and educators to independently set up semi-autonomous schools operating 
under reduced public authority. 

On principle, Libertarians call for the eventual complete separation of government and education, and call for an 
immediate end to state mandated curricula, including but not limited to: the Profile of Learning, Goals 2000, and School 
to Work. 

In order to reduce skyrocketing costs for K-12 and higher education that are squeezing taxpayers and families, and 
achieve the best possible opportunity of education, we advocate bringing the positive benefits of competition to the 
monopolistic public and non-profit private schools. Therefore we call for the privatization and deregulation of schools. 
We call for the repeal of compulsory education laws, truancy laws, school and teacher certification and licensing laws, 
and taxpayer financing of education." We recognize the potential need for alternative financing for students if families 
and charity prove insufficient. In the interim, we oppose state K-12 competition programs that produce higher test 
scores from students attending public schools by regulating and providing less funding to non-profit and especially for-
profit private schools. 

 

Holly Proposal #4 – Amend Plank B13. Public Utilities 
We advocate bringing the positive benefits of free market competition to utilities; accordingly we call for privatization 
and deregulation of all government monopolies, such as garbage collection, electric, gas, or communication utilities, the 
Public Utilities Commission, fire departments, water and sewer departments, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, the 
Price Anderson Act, the Minnesota Energy Agency, and all similar regulatory agencies. 

We advocate bringing the benefits of competition to utilities; accordingly we call for privatization and deregulation of 
government monopolies, such as fire, water and sewer departments; deregulation of government-granted monopolies, 
such as private companies involved in garbage collection, electric, gas, and communication; and deregulation to 



eliminate regulatory agencies such as the Public Utilities Commission, Minnesota’s energy agency, and the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission. 

We recognize states have failed to foster competition with partial deregulation of electricity, natural gas, telephone, 
cable and internet, including efforts that force cooperative use of the constrained networks of regulated monopolies, 
and Minnesota’s discriminatory bidding of electricity and natural gas. We support deregulation efforts that remove 
government barriers to building alternative distribution networks.  

 

Holly Proposal #5 – New Plank for Sec B. Energy 
We recognize government is blocking the development of many alternative energy, bio-chemical, vehicle and other 
technologies with policies that require the use and/or reduce the costs of favored sources and technologies, such as 
fracking of oil and natural gas, wind and solar energy, and electric vehicles. We oppose policies that pick winners and 
losers, including mandates and subsidies, regulations that don’t account for and thus overvalue unreliable generation 
like intermittent wind energy, and preferential environmental regulation including those restricting coal while 
exempting oil and gas and favoring nuclear power under the Price Anderson Act. In addition, we oppose immunity from 
antitrust lawsuits granted to OPEC and other government oil monopolies that manipulate global oil prices to 
alternatively drive out competitors developing other sources and technologies, and then drive-up prices. 

 

Holly Proposal #6 – New Plank for Sec B. Tech 
We recognize the intellectual property (IP) protections from competition that government awards to the tech industry 
are excessive, especially considering the technology is advancing rapidly. We seek to eliminate the monopoly power of 
tech companies by shortening the lifetimes of copyright and patents. In addition to providing economic and 
technological benefits, increased competition will reduce the ability of tech companies to violate privacy, censor 
information, computerize discrimination, favor political interests and facilitate authoritarianism. 

 

Holly Proposal #7 – Amend Plank B3. Money and Inflation  
We recognize that government control over money and banking is the major cause of inflation, depression and 
distortion of relative prices and production. In order to have a free market and its relative stability, we advocate 
replacing legal tender laws, the Federal Reserve central bank, and the maze of banking, monetary, and securities 
regulations, with standards set in the free market. Until a free market monetary system is established, we support 
voluntary exchange using gold, silver, or other commodities in exchange for goods and services. 

In order to achieve rapid and sustainable economic growth with competitive and stable prices, we support a free-market 
economy and oppose the manipulation of interest rates. We advocate for free banking that requires repeal of the 
Federal Reserve central bank system, legal tender laws, and banking, monetary and securities regulations. We oppose 
federal and state regulations requiring privately-owned banks to secure charters, which has been used by regulators to 
restrict entry and competition in the industry in favor of nationally-chartered banks of which some have been 
considered “too big to fail” and also cartels of state-chartered banks. 

 

 



Jenneman Proposal #1 – New Plank “Government-Influenced Enterprises” for Sec. B 
 

Any organization which is funded by or directly answerable to the US Congress, state legislatures, or federal or 
state bureaucracies cannot rightly be considered "private". These corporations, nonprofits, and institutions are 
subsidiaries of the state. We therefore oppose any attempts by such entities to censor individual 
expression, violate health privacy, promote armed conflict, or otherwise through corporate policy, political 
lobbying, or regulatory capture infringe upon individual liberty 

 

Jenneman Proposal #2 – New plank “Nullification and Subsidiarity” for Sec. A 
 

We recognize the important role of state legislatures, as long as they exist, to declare null and void any federal 
law which infringes upon the rights of the individual. We recognize the obligation of law enforcement officials 
and courts, in particular county sheriffs and district attorneys, to refuse enforcement of and conviction under 
any such rights-violating legislation or regulation. 

 

Jenneman Proposal #3 – New Plank “Agorism” for Sec. A 
 

We affirm the right of individuals and businesses to use voluntary black- and grey-market commercial activity 
to subvert state regulation, taxation, and restrictions enacted by executive order, so long as such activity does 
not violate the individual rights and liberties of customers or community members through theft, fraud, or 
violence. 

 


