February - 2020
Minnesota Senate Bill SF 752, Minnesota House Bill HF 708

(Ballot Access Inclusiveness Bill)

ANNOUNCING NEW AMENDMENT HF708A2

SYNOPSIS
This bill was introduced one year ago. It creates a comprehensive set of reforms to improve and modernize Minnesota's outdated statutory definitions of political parties. It encompasses adjustments, revisions and modifications that are in harmony with national standards and neighboring states standards. It fixes arbitrary petitioning requirements, percentages, and timelines that currently exist to sustain exclusive privilege to ballot access for the major political parties. The unintended consequence has been a suppression and unequal protection of Minnesotan’s alternative political voices known as minor parties.
If adopted, the legislation will bring Minnesota's prohibitive standards in line with contemporary practices. It will synchronize the various statutes surrounding ballot access to run for office. It will ensure a robust system of integrity while allowing accessible democratic participation. A direct request is made again this year to hold a committee hearing to Senate Election Cmte. chair Mary Kiffmeyer (R-30) and House Subcmte. on Elections chair Raymond Dehn (D-59B).
MAIN POINTS
Section 1: Adjust the major political party threshold percent from 5% to 1%, for both direct petitioning and election results methods. (by comparison, WI, SD are at 1%; IA is at 2%). 

Section 2: Revise the MN political party system into categories of two simple tiers, instead of the current three tier system. (no other state creates three tiers of political parties).
Section 3: Allow petitions to be on common size 8-1⁄2x11 letter size paper (vs 8-1/2x14).
Section 4: Modify the oath on nominating petitions to allow signors to still participate in the major party primaries. (“I solemnly swear that I know the contents and purpose of this NOMINATING petition, that I do not intend to vote at the primary election for the office for which this nominating petition is made, and that I signed this petition of my own free will.”)

Section 5: Revise statute so to allow signors to sign more than one nominating petition.

Section 6: Adjust the number of signatures required to run for office into ratios of flat numbers based on the population of the district; for state, county, and municipal races. (400 for State Senate, 200 for State Rep, and 200 for municipals, instead of the current statutes which set all at 500).

Section 7: Expand the days allowed to collect signatures for state candidates from 14 to 88, by properly attaching the minor party window deadline to the general election, instead of keeping it attached to the major party primary election. (this is in alignment with the MN statutory window for President). (by comparison, WI gives 70 days, SD 112 days, IA 140 days).

Section 8: AMENDMENT HF708A2 HAS BEEN WRITTEN AND IS HERBY FILED TO CORRECT THIS ORIGINAL SECTION. The initial written interpretation allowed major parties a ‘veto’ over the primary election results winner in primary vote selection of candidates. This amendment fixes said wording and ensures honoring those major party selections, while creating a new protection for minor parties that require minor party candidates to demonstrate an endorsement in line with internal party rules to use a minor party name (since minor parties are excluded from the state primary process). 
Section 9: Adjust special election parameters. It adds 9 extra days for the SOS to prepare to conduct it (from 35 days to 44), adds 9 days to the filing window (from 5 to 15), and reduces the number of nominating petition signatures required by half. 
	State
	Major (or Recognized) Party 
	Major (Recognized) Party
	Number of
	Per Capita
	Population

	 
	by votes in election threshold
	by direct petitioning
	signatures
	signatures
	of state

	*Minnesota
	1% of statewide race
	20,000 signatures
	20,000
	0.4%
	5,577,000

	*(proposed)
	 
	(if 1% of last vote = 26,000))
	
	 
	 

	Minnesota
	5% of statewide race
	5% of last state vote total
	130,000
	2.3%
	     5,577,000

	(current)
	 
	
	
	 
	 

	Wisconsin
	1% of Governor or President 
	10,000 signatures (flat number)
	10,000
	0.2%
	5,795,000

	 
	 
	(<.0.1%) 
	
	 
	 

	Iowa
	2% of Governor or President
	not an option
	n/a
	n/a
	3,146,000

	 
	 
	 (if 2% it would be 26,420)
	   
	(if 2%=0.8%)
	 

	South Dakota
	1% of Governor or President
	1% of last state vote total
	3392
	0.4%
	869,000

	 
	(was 2.5% prior to 2018)
	(was 2.5% prior to 2018)
	 
	 
	 

	North Dakota
	5% of Secretary of State vote
	7000 signatures (flat number)
	7000
	0.9%
	755,000

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


